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the big ticket: surround sound sy

stems

AN
YOUR SOFA

Theiden ofa home cinema experience - one where youcan h

quictwhisperorsubtlesound effect asifthey’re happening

around you - is an appealing one. As far as a cinema-like set-up

goes, il's an essenlial, allowing you Lo hear Lhe film jusl as Lhe
director intended. And withso manyaward-winning productions
across somanystreamingservices, doesn'titmake sense toinvest

insomethingthatbringsthe cinematoyou?

Aluxurioussurroundsounds

stemissomethingmanyofuswould

lovetohave - bulit'salsosomelhinglhal ean behard Lo makeastarl
on. With the popularity of soundbars and Bluetooth speakers
boomingover thelast few decades, lookingal true home theatre

systemscomprisingmultiplespeakerscan scemoverwhelming

comparison. Butbuilding asound systemis relativelysimple and

canhedoncina

aricty of dependingonyourcomfort level,

experience and the spacevou have to playwith.

Broadlyspeaking, vou can opt for acomplete kitwitheverything
vou need, or you can pick and choose for a tailor-made system,
whichtakesalittle more thoughtbut is easicrto expand gradually.
Setting up a DIY system requires assembling only the speakers
vouncedorhave thespace for, with the option Lo add morein the
future. Many brands offer both, with starter kits and standalone
speakers, subwoolers and soundbars thal can be added Lo the

systemwheneveryou choose.

ASdsurroundsound system  a popularchoice  will compris
two front-facingspeakers.tworearspeakers. acentrespeakerand

= Truesurroundsounc equirean AV rec

ver
to work together, so this should be your

firststep. Many ready-made surround

sound systems will include these, but

somewillnot, andifyoupurchaseseparate

speakerstocreateyour ownsystem, you'll

needtoaddone.

Afterthis, the centre channel needstobe
vour nexteoncern. The centre speaker is
lelementsin the

responsible for essen
soundscape,like dialogue, soagoodoneis
essenlial loranyone using Lheirsystem
withaTV. Ifvouhave a particular brand
in mind, you'll wanl Lo ensure Lhal your recelver, speakers,

s

ncludingone) are compatible
withoneanother. The best way to do thisis tostick to one brand

for cverything, thoughsome willallow youtomix andmatch.

livingetc.com

SOUNDBARS THAT
COME WITH EXTRA
SPEAKERS ARE A
SOLID CHOICE IF
YOUR MAIN PURPOSE
IS MAKING YOUR TV
SOUND BETTER

IMMERSIVE CINEMA EXPERIENCE FROM THE COMFORT OF
IS WITHIN REACH

- HERE'S THE LOWDOWN

Next, consider your wider speaker set-up. Soundbars that come

withadditional speakers arcasolid choice
making your TV sound better. ITigh-end soundbars will often

ifyourmain purposcis

come wilh Lheirownr nd subwooler, bul Moor-

peake

standing speakers are an extra, Unlike

bookshell speakers, foor nding

speakers should be floating” aw

walls and at an equal distance from
ide. [1's

the centre speaker on cither
common ta place them on each side of a
TV. The subwooler, meanwhile, is
responsible for much of the depth and
bassofyouraudioandis usually placedon

the floorclose tothe restofyour set-up.

Happily, Loday’ssurround sound syslems
aresleeker, subtler and have fewer messy
wiresthanolderversions - soincorporalingoneintoyourscheme

should be scamless. Itmight sound like a complex undertaking,

but once you're set up, you've got a versatile cinema

arrangement thatwillimprove filmnights likenothingelse.
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